How should we report neonatal outcomes?
The aim of neonatal care is to achieve long-term survival free of handicap. There is a need for standardised datasets linking perinatal care to outcome at 2 years corrected age for all babies who have gone through neonatal intensive care. Realistically this can only happen if all the data are collected by the units caring for the babies. This has not been possible previously using routinely collected data because of the poor quality of such information. Recent improvements in neonatal data collection along with the development of standardised neonatal and follow-up datasets make it possible that this could now be achieved from routine data collected as part of everyday clinical care. It is important that further links with maternity and child health systems are developed. The National Neonatal Audit Project, funded by the Department of Health, will hopefully develop the infrastructure to allow the storage, analysis and rapid reporting of pooled neonatal and follow-up data.